Control of anesthetic response in C. elegans.
We describe the use of the animal model C. elegans to understand how the volatile anesthetics work at the molecular level. Mutations in several different genes can profoundly change the behavior of this animal under volatile anesthetics. Protein products of two of these genes are discussed. One gene is an integral membrane protein thought to regulate ion channels. The other is a subunit of the first protein complex of the electron transport chain.